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Youngsters impress at Sabres camp 
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Legal fireworks 


o off as 


Billion 


trial winds down 


Judge allows prosecutors to introduce 


key email evidence against Ciminelli 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


NEW YORK - In a surprise 
development hours after they 
rested their case, prosecutors 
in the Buffalo Billion corrup- 
tion trial acknowledged to a 
judge they had not introduced 
key evidence to prove one of 
the felony charges against Buf- 
falo businessman Louis Cimi- 
nelli and former SUNY Poly- 
technic Institute leader Alain 
Kaloyeros. 

With both sides heading to 
rest their cases Thursday after- 
noon, a post-lunch conference 
between lawyers and U.S. Dis- 
trict Court Judge Valerie Cap- 
roni elicited a stunning last- 
minute development: 

Prosecutors suddenly asked 
to reopen their case, to present 
new evidence they had failed 
to submit against the defen- 
dants. 

“I came out here prepared 
to dismiss these counts,” Cap- 
roni told the lawyers in the 
midst of a legal fight over tim- 
ing and possible lack of evi- 
dence to convict Ciminelli and 
Kaloyeros. 

At issue are the wire fraud 
charges in the case, in which 
Paul Shechtman, Ciminelli’s 
lawyer, told Caproni before 
lunch that prosecutors had 
failed to meet a two-prong 
test: that emails or phone calls 
crossed state lines and touched 


- for venue purposes - the fed- 
eral judiciary’s southern dis- 
trict based in Manhattan. 

Without those two con- 
ditions, he told her, the wire 
fraud charges had to be 
dropped. 

After lunch, with the jury 
kept in a side room, prosecu- 
tors told Caproni they had evi- 
dence to show that acts were 
committed — via an email - to 
prove wire fraud. 

The problem was, acknowl- 
edged prosecutor Todd Podol- 
sky, the email had not been 
put into evidence during the 
government’s case. Prosecu- 
tors had rested that case just 
before lunch. 

Prosecutors asked Caproni 
to reopen the case so the evi- 
dence could be submitted. 

“They rested,” Shechtman 
protested, rising from his chair 
in the third row of tables of 
lawyers representing the gov- 
ernment and four defendants. 

The evidence is an email 
from Dean Fuleihan, the for- 
mer chairman of the board 
of Fort Schuyler Management 
Corp., the SUNY-created en- 
tity that handled the Buffalo 
Billion economic development 
program, to others announc- 
ing the 2014 awarding of a con- 
tract with LPCiminelli. Fulei- 
han is now the deputy mayor 
of New York City. 


See Ciminelli on Page A9 


GUNMAN KILLS 5, 
WOUNDS 2 AT 
MARYLAND PAPER 


Aman with a vendetta against an 
Annapolis, Md., newspaper used a shot- 
gun to kill five newsroom employees 
and wound two others. Story, Page A2. 


Inside quiet bid to get 
Kennedy to retire 


White House aimed 
for current outcome 


By ADAM LIPTAK 
AND MAGGIE HABERMAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - President 
Trump singled him out for 
praise even while attacking 
other members of the Supreme 
Court. The White House nom- 
inated people close to him to 
important judicial posts. And 
members of the Trump family 
forged personal connections. 

Their goal was to assure 
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy 
that his judicial legacy would 


step down at the end of the 
court’s term that ended this 
week, as he was rumored to 
be considering. Allies of the 
White House were more blunt, 
warning the 81-year-old jus- 
tice that time was of the es- 
sence. There was no telling, 
they said, what would happen 
if Democrats gained control of 
the Senate after the November 
elections and had the power to 
block the president’s choice as 
his successor. 

There were no direct efforts 
to pressure or lobby Kennedy 
to announce his resignation on 
Wednesday, and it was hardly 
the first time a president had 


Why houses are so hard to find 
The number of homes for sale has dropped 
by more than 50 percent since 2012 
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Time for average house to sell 
Housing market benefits sellers when there's 


Home prices on the rise 
The median sale price rose 6% 


in May to $146,750 less than a 6-month supply of homes for sale 
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Low supply of homes for sale 
adds to stress of house-hunting 


Photo by Derek Gee; Buffalo News photo illustration 


While sellers enjoy 
paradise, buyers find 
themselves on edge 


By JONATHAN D. EPSTEIN 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


Lisa Wojdan never expected 
it to be so difficult to buy a new 
house. 

She and her husband started 
searching in Elma and East Au- 
rora last June, one month after 
they got married. They looked 
at almost 50 houses in the past 
year, missing out on two they re- 
ally liked, while others were gone 
before they even had a chance to 
look. 

So when they found their 
dream home, they pulled out all 
the stops: $50,000 over asking 
price, no home inspection, no con- 
tingency and a $20,000 deposit. 

“Once you find a house you 
want to see, its amazing how 
fast you have to move, because it 
could be gone the next day,” Woj- 
dan said. “You have to have every- 
thing in line.” 

While home sales are down 
about 10 percent, that’s not a sign 
of a struggling housing market. 


See Housingon Page A12 


Pleads guilty to trying 
to buy womans silence 


By PHIL FAIRBANKS 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Two years ago, Buffalo Democrat 
Marc Panepinto shocked party lead- 
ers by announcing his sudden depar- 
ture from the State Senate. 

The announcement came 15 
months into Panepinto’s first term 


John Hickey/Buffalo News 


and just weeks after Democratic lead- Former State Sen. Marc Panepinto, right, 


Panepinto admits sexual advances on staffer 


On Thursday, the reasons for Pan- 
epinto’s surprising decision became 
clear. 

The former state lawmaker, as part 
of a plea deal, admitted making un- 
wanted advances toward a female 
Senate staff member and then prom- 
ising her money or a job if she helped 
him cover up his actions. 

Panepinto acknowledged his con- 
duct inside the staffers New York 
City hotel room on Jan. 7, 2016, and 
his efforts to persuade her not to co- 


be in good hands should he See Kennedy on Page A7 ers endorsed his re-election. made advances at Albany hotel in 2016. See Panepinto on Page A9 
Crossword Tottori renna Picture Page... c8 
Dear Abby . Movie Listings ......... Scoreboard. WEATHER M l | | | $1.00 i 
Horoscope . Obituaries .... SPOTts ven E Mostly sunny and warm. High To subscribe, 
Letters Opinion Television 85, low 72. Details on Page B12. 42440 00050 call (716) 842-1111 


1800 Sheridan, Tonawanda 
(In the Sheridan-Delaware Plaza) 


875-8530 


butlerliquors.com 
Sale Ends 7/7/18 


+ 
a 

aS 
— 


$ 


-$8. 


NET 1.75 L 
EXP. 7/7/18 


BAREFOOT 
WINES 


ALL TYPES 


CHI- CHE S 


MADE 
COCKTAILS 


$10.99 
-$5.00 MIR 


$599 


NET 1.75 L 
EXP. 7/7/18 


17.99 
00 MIR 


$899 


1.5L 


EXP. 7/7/18 EXP. 7/7/18 


JOSH 


CABERNET SAUVIGNON, 
CHARDONNAY, MERLOT, 
ROSE, LEGACY & 
SAUVIGNON BLANC 


/ $1999 


750 ML 
EXP. 7/7/18 


